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7 Easy Wheelchair Transfer Techniques for Moving from a 
Wheelchair to a Car 

  

 

Transferring a loved one from a wheelchair to a car can seem like a daunting task. If done 
incorrectly, it can lead to injuries for both the caregiver and the person being moved. However, 
using the right wheelchair transfer techniques and safety measures can make this process 
smoother and safer. Whether you're assisting an elderly family member, a person with disabilities, 
or someone recovering from surgery, following these best practices ensures a safe and efficient 
transfer. 

In this guide, we will provide a step-by-step approach to help you safely move a loved one from a 
wheelchair to a car. Additionally, we will discuss how a seat cushion can enhance comfort and 
stability during the transfer process. 
 

Why Wheelchair Transfer Techniques Matter 

One of the biggest concerns when transferring someone from a wheelchair to a car is safety. Poor 
technique can lead to strains, falls, or back injuries. According to mobility experts, using proper 
wheelchair transfer techniques and assistive devices significantly reduces the risk of injury for 
both the caregiver and the person being transferred. 
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Preparation: Setting Up for a Smooth Transfer 

Before starting the transfer, take a few minutes to prepare. 

• Position the car correctly: Park on a level surface with ample space for maneuvering the 
wheelchair. 

• Gather necessary items: Have your car keys, a gait belt, and any assistive devices 
within reach. 

• Check wheelchair placement: Position the wheelchair as close to the car as possible 
at a slight angle to minimize movement distance. 

• Use a seat cushion: A seat cushion can provide additional support and comfort, making 
it easier to sit and adjust once inside the car. Explore our seat cushion options here. 

 

 

Step 1: Ensure Wheelchair Stability 

Safety begins with securing the wheelchair. 

• Lock the wheelchair brakes to prevent unintended movement. 

• Remove footrests or swing them out of the way to clear the path. 

• Make sure the person being transferred is sitting upright with their feet flat on the ground. 
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Step 2: Use Proper Lifting Techniques 

To protect your back and prevent injuries: 

• Stand close to your loved one and bend your knees, not your back. 

• Keep your feet shoulder-width apart for stability. 

• Encourage your loved one to lean forward slightly, shifting their weight onto their feet. 

• If needed, place your hands on their waist or use a gait belt for a firm grip. 

Step 3: Assist with Standing and Movement 

• If your loved one can assist, ask them to push off the armrests as you help lift them. 

• Block their knees with your legs for extra support if they have weak legs. 

• Guide them to stand upright before making small pivot steps toward the car. 

Step 4: Sitting Down in the Car 

• Once your loved one is positioned next to the car seat, help them bend their knees and 
lower themselves gently onto the seat. 

• Encourage them to lean their head forward to avoid hitting the door frame. 

• Assist with adjusting their position if needed and make sure they are comfortably seated. 

• If necessary, use a seat cushion to provide extra lumbar support and reduce pressure on 
the tailbone. 

Step 5: Adjust and Secure for Safety 

• Carefully help lift their legs into the car. 

• Make sure they are seated properly and comfortably. 

• Fasten the seatbelt securely for added protection during the ride. 
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Common Challenges and Solutions 

What If My Loved One Can’t Assist with the Transfer? 

If your loved one has minimal mobility, you may need additional support devices like a transfer 
board or hoist. Consider consulting a healthcare professional for personalized advice. 

How Do I Protect My Back During the Transfer? 

Always lift with your legs, not your back. Using a seat cushion in the car can help reduce strain by 
positioning the person at a better height for an easier transfer. 

What If My Car Seat Is Too Low? 

If your car seat is too low, a seat cushion can help elevate the seating position, making transfers 
smoother and reducing pressure on the back and hips. 

Additional Tips for Safe Wheelchair Transfer Techniques 

• Always communicate with your loved one throughout the process. 

• Take your time—rushing increases the risk of injury. 

• Consider using a transfer board if additional support is needed. 
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• If frequent transfers are necessary, investing in a seat cushion can make a significant 
difference in comfort and ease. 

FAQ Section 

What’s a Gait Belt and Why Is It Important? 

A gait belt is a safety device that helps caregivers provide extra stability during transfers, reducing 
the risk of falls or injuries. 

Can I Use a Seat Cushion for Added Comfort? 

Yes! A seat cushion can improve posture, reduce pressure points, and make car rides more 
comfortable. It’s especially beneficial for individuals with mobility issues. 

Where Can I Learn More About Mobility and Comfort? 

For more articles on wheelchair transfer techniques, mobility, posture, and comfort solutions, 
visit our Knowledge Center. 

Conclusion 

Helping a loved one transfer from a wheelchair to a car doesn’t have to be overwhelming. By 
following these step-by-step wheelchair transfer techniques, using proper safety measures, and 
incorporating assistive devices like a seat cushion, you can make the process easier and more 
comfortable. 

For those looking for additional support and comfort solutions, check out our collection of seat 
cushions to make every ride smoother and more enjoyable. 

For more expert tips and guides, visit our Knowledge Center and stay informed about the best 
ways to enhance mobility and comfort. 

 


